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Abstract:  Economic  growth  is  a  main  factor  in  the  development  of  a  region.  There  is  a  specific 
relationship between the level of economic growth and regional development, wherein a good economy 
will be able to improve the quality of infrastructure, public services, regional wealth, people's quality of 
life and reduce unemployment rates. This study was located in Maros District. To avoid a decrease in the 
regional economic growth rate, it is necessary to formulate economic policies contained in a sustainable 
roadmap, with the research sequences; identification of leading sectors, formulation of economic growth 
models  and strategies,  determination of  strategic priorities,  and preparation of  the road map itself.  This 
study  used  quantitative-qualitative  methods.  Location  Question  (LQ)  analysis  was  used  to  calculate 
agricultural  potential;  food  crops,  horticulture,  fruits,  plantations,  animal  husbandry,  fisheries,  and 
exploring the potential of horticulture in the Mallawa sub-district. SWOT analysis was used to formulate a
 development strategy for the Mallawa subdistric as an agropolitan area. The results of the analysis of this 
study concluded that the agricultural sub-sectors that had superior LQ scores > 1 were Horticultural Plants
 (Vegetables),  Crops,  Fruit  Plants,  Plantations,  Livestock  and  Fisheries.  Referring  to  the  results  of  this 
analysis, the Mallawa District has the potential to be developed as an Agropolitan Area. The development 
strategy for the Mallawa subdistrict as an agropolitan area, which was formulated using SWOT analysis, 
concluded that the development strategy for the agropolitan area for the Mallawa subdistrict is in quadrant
 I with the formulation between strengths and opportunities so that it can be developed as an agropolitan 
area.



 

1 Introduction 
Urban and regional economic development is 

expected to develop through empowering human 

resources and using natural resources in a 

planned and integrated way
[1]

. This is in 

accordance with Law 26 of 2007 concerning 

spatial planning, which directs integrated and 

environment-oriented spatial planning
[2]

.
 

To 

create integrated spatial planning, good 

governance is needed through multi-stakeholders, 

including the government, private sector, and 

community, who must support each other and 

perform their functions properly
[3]

.  

The gap between urban and rural areas causes 

poverty in rural areas. Rural-urban relations from 

the perspective of agropolitan area development 

will include economic networks and the 

distribution of goods/services to support regional 

economic growth
[4]

. This is because progress in 

the economic field is usually considered a 

success of the development process
[5]

. However, 

the development of rural areas is often separated 

from urban areas, which results in an urban bias 

process, meaning that the development of rural 

areas was originally intended to improve the 

welfare of rural communities
[6]

.  

This has the opposite effect, namely the 

depletion of rural potential to urban areas in 

terms of human resources, nature, and even 

capital
[6]

. Agropolitanism is defined as a 

development concept based on the aspirations of 

the lower society whose aim is not only to 

increase economic growth but also to develop all 

aspects of social life (education, health, art-

culture, politics, defense-security, religious life, 

youth, and empowerment of youth and 

women)
[7]

. 

Based on these conditions, to avoid disparities 

between rural and urban relationships in the 

Mallawa Sub-district, Maros Regency
[8]

. The 

development of agropolitan areas is an alternative 

solution to reduce urban bias in regional 

development. Agropolitan areas are defined as a 

functional system of villages indicated by the 

existence of a spatial hierarchy of villages
[9]

. This 

agropolitan area is characterized by agricultural 

areas that grow and develop because of the 

implementation of agribusiness systems and 

businesses in the agropolitan center
[10]

.  

The development of agropolitan areas is 

expected to serve agricultural development 

activities (agribusiness) in Mallawa Subdistrict, 

Maros Regency. Through agropolitan 

development, it is expected that there will be 

strong interactions between the center of the 

agropolitan area and the agricultural production 

areas in the agropolitan area system
[11]

. Maros 

Regency is a region in South Sulawesi province 

that produces crops
[12]

. The economic sector of 



Maros Regency is still dominated by the 

agricultural industry, which shows that most of 

the population in Maros Regency relies on 

agriculture to fulfill their daily economic 

needs
[13]

. 

The concept of agropolitanism was first 

introduced by Friedman in 1975 by offering a 

spatial layout for rural development
[14]

. The 

concept focuses on the idea of rural development 

that is oriented toward human needs with a fair 

distribution of economic resources, direct 

movement of local communities in the 

development process, and growth based on rural 

community activities, agriculture, and 

resources
[15]

. Agropolitanism is considered an 

important strategy for rural poverty reduction 

through accelerated rural economic growth based 

on the agricultural industry. Agropolitanism is an 

integrated government program implemented 

across all sectors between the departments of 

agriculture, settlements and infrastructure, and 

home affairs and regional autonomy
[16]

.
 

The 

program aims to develop agribusiness-based 

agropolitan areas such as livestock, horticultural 

crops, and food crops
[17]

. 

Agropolitan is defined as an agricultural-

based city that grows and develops to support the 

development of agribusiness systems and 

commercial activities that will attract, support, 

and encourage agribusiness development in rural 

areas and surrounding villages
[18]

. Agropolitan 

areas will become the main production areas that 

require support from marketing systems and 

infrastructure facilities that are integrated with 

the development of a broader regional 

infrastructure system
[19]

. On the other hand, the 

agricultural sector in a region has superior 

commodities to develop into the main driver of 

national and regional development growth
[20]

. 

However, the agropolitan system based on 

leading commodities has not been able to 

increase farmers’ income; therefore, agropolitan 

development is needed with the advancement of 

the competitiveness of leading agribusiness 

products developed in agribusiness activities
[21]

. 

The development of agropolitan agriculture 

has its own characteristics compared with other 

sectors. The strong relationship between the 

resources of land, climate, and environment 

makes the development of the agricultural sector 

one of the main factors in the development of the 

district area, especially Mallawa Sub-district, 

Maros Regency
[22]

. Agriculture is an activity to 

obtain products from plants and animals that 

require commodity regions. Agricultural 

commodities are one of the main bases of the 

economy in the Maros Regency
[23]

. In the process 

of agropolitan development, there are three 

important issues, namely access to agricultural 

land and water, political and administrative 

authority at the local level, and shifts in national 

development policies in support of diversified 

agricultural production.  

Agropolitan development is aimed at building 

an economic sector that is directed to form the 

basis of regional growth consistently in the long 

term
[24]

. Leveled linkages between villages, 

subdistricts, districts, and provinces will 

encourage the improvement of the welfare of 

rural communities. This linkage must be 

followed by a decentralized development policy 

that is bottom-up and able to empower rural 

communities
[25]

. In a policy-making process, 

community participation determines the failure or 

success of a policy to be implemented
[26]

. 

The growing and developing agricultural 

areas, due to the application of agribusiness 

enterprise systems and businesses in agropolitan 

centers are expected to serve and encourage the 

development of agribusiness activities in the 

surrounding areas
[27]

. The role of agropolitanism 

is to provide services for the surrounding 

agricultural production areas where agribusiness 

is held by local farmers. Development of 

agribusiness with the concept of agropolitanism 

to develop economies of scale, which 

subsequently will increase efficiency and 

additional score
[28]

. 

The implementation of the agropolitan area 

development program is important, especially in 

Mallawa Sub-district, Maros Regency, because 

the concentration of the pioneering pattern 

(physical development, and regional 

arrangement) is in accordance with the 

application of the agropolitan area concept
[29]

. 

The concept of agropolitan areas is more focused 

on villages whose pioneering patterns will cause 

development in Mallawa Sub-district, Maros 

Regency
[30]

. In addition, the potential for natural 

resource development in the agricultural sector, 

in the form of food crops, horticulture, livestock, 

fisheries, plantations, and tourism, strongly 

supports the activities of agribusiness systems 

and businesses in the agropolitan area of Mallawa 

Sub-district, Maros Regency
[31]

. These 

comparative advantages affect the success of the 

agropolitan area development program. 

To support the development of agropolitan 

areas, integrated facilities and infrastructure are 

needed so that the development of facilities and 

infrastructure in agropolitan areas can be 

harmonized with the development of urban and 

rural areas
[32]

. The development of facilities and 

infrastructure in agropolitan areas has the 



following functions: a. Supporting the 

development of agribusiness business systems, 

both to support the development of upstream 

agribusiness subsystems, farming, processing, 

and marketing of products; b. Accelerating 

economic growth in agropolitan areas, especially 

in agricultural production centers based on food 

crops, horticulture, plantations, livestock, and 

fisheries.  The development approach of facilities 

and infrastructure in agropolitan areas is carried 

out with a balanced, integrated, and inter-sectoral 

regional approach, which begins with the 

preparation of a master plan for the development 

of agropolitan areas based on leading 

commodities
[33,34]

. 

Agropolitan development is a challenge faced 

in the agropolitan area development program by 

striving for a more balanced economic structure 

shift between the agricultural, industrial, and 

service sectors, where the three sectors are 

subsystems of the agribusiness system. The shift 

in economic structure is expected to contribute to 

creating a shift in the employment structure from 

the agricultural sector to the industrial and 

service sectors
[35]

. These efforts must be made 

with consideration of the potential for the 

development of agribusiness systems and 

businesses based on local resources, especially in 

the agricultural sector, which is large enough to 

realize the development of social welfare
[36]

. 

For this reason, agropolitan development must 

be socialized to related parties in accordance with 

the concept of developing agropolitan areas, thus 

creating a common perception of the importance 

of agropolitan area development to realize 

harmonious, harmonious, and balanced 

development in society. 

 

2 Literature Review 
The perspective of regional development 

through the development of economic growth 

centers is aimed at maintaining the balance of 

development between urban and rural areas to 

increase the economic productivity of corporate 

communities. Growth centers will stimulate the 

economy of community productivity and 

improve living standards
[37]

. Regional 

development is a process that does not occur 

simultaneously but appears in certain places at 

different speeds and intensities. Growth poles 

always develop if supported by the provision of 

transportation facilities and infrastructure that 

connects the production center area with regional 

markets. Supporting policies should include 

regulating and enforcing rules and improving 

access to markets, credit, and animal health 

services
[38]

.  

The development of agropolitan areas based 

on rural agribusiness is oriented toward 

optimizing the usage of natural and human 

resources as functional units in rural areas. 

Effective agricultural planning requires an 

appropriate system that includes all the right 

planning components and can handle the 

complexity, diversity, and dynamics of the 

agricultural environment
[47]

. In addition, labor 

surplus is most pronounced during the low-

intensity curative phase. 

Agropolitan areas are developed as economic 

growth poles oriented toward optimizing the 

management of the agricultural sector to support 

increased productivity of community economic 

enterprises and regional economic income
[39]

. 

Furthermore, the transformation fundamentally 

changes the relationship between environmental 

actors, especially those related to entrepreneurial 

action. In this context, the agribusiness system 

has vertical relationships between subsystems 

and horizontal relationships with other systems or 

subsystems, including finance, banking, 

transportation, trade, education, and others
[40]

. 

The rural agribusiness system is part of 

industrial, agricultural, and service development 

in an integrated and sustainable agropolitan area 

development system. Increased productivity is 

carried out in an environmentally, economically, 

and socially sustainable
[41]

. 

Rural-urban linkages from the perspective of 

developing agropolitan areas will include 

economic linkages and the distribution of goods 

and services to support regional economic 

growth. Linkages can be grouped into physical, 

economic, technological, population movement, 

social relations, service delivery, and various 

political relations
[42]

. Market area connectivity is 

essential to achieve sustainable economic growth, 

but markets play an important role in driving 

economic growth in rural Indonesia. 

The concept of the development of 

agropolitan areas based on rural agribusiness is 

intended to overcome regional development 

imbalances. A urban area is the center of 

economic growth, and a rural one as the center of 

agricultural activities. The interaction between 

the two areas functionally shows a unified system 

that is not optimal and mutually beneficial. 

Factors that influence this condition include: (i) 

The economic productivity of community 

businesses tends to stagnate; (ii) Urban areas as 

market destinations receive an excessive burden; 

(iii) Social problems, poverty, and environmental 

damage
[43]

. Development gaps at various spatial 

scales and the interaction between the two 

regions can be used as a basis for measuring 
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Thanks for the information, we will immediately revise our article with the corrections from the reviewers. Next, we will send back the
revised manuscript.

Best regards

Sobirin
Correspondence Author
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Dear Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Ren Luquan

Best regards

Sobirin
Correspondence Author
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Sobirin Hamid <sobirinhamid@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 28, 2023 at 8:14 PM
To:  "editorialoffice@nyjxxb.net" <editorialoffice@nyjxxb.net>

 
I have made necessary corrections as per the suggestions of the reviewers.
 
1 - In the Abstract section, please highlight the purpose and novelty of this particular study.
 
This study was conducted to analyze the potential of the agricultural sector as a driver of economic growth in Maros Regency. The
novelty of this study is that there are strategies or ways to align urban and rural growth through agropolitan, spatial mapping of
potential and problems of agropolitan area development, designing agropolitan area development scenarios, and formulating
alternatives and priority strategies that can be used by the government to support agropolitan development.
 
 2 - Authors should explain the academic contribution of the work developed (50-150 words in conclusion). Highlighting what is
innovative/original about the existing literature.
 
In the conclusion section, it is explained that the agropolitan concept is the most appropriate concept for developing rural areas at this
time because this concept can simultaneously and harmoniously combine the development of the agricultural sector with industry and
related services in one regional development cluster. Through the development of infrastructure and facilities that are equivalent to
urban areas, agropolitan areas will be able to grow and develop into new centers of economic growth, and can function as the main
driver of development in the surrounding areas. It is necessary to conduct a study on the spatial structure and development strategy of
agropolitan areas in further research to support spatial planning in the development of agropolitan areas in Maros Regency, especially
in Mallawa District.
 
Versi revisi makalah saya terlampir.
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REVISION REQUIRED
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Dear Authors,

 

The article strictly formatted according to the template recommendations for authors and correct the article on the reviewers'
recommendations, see http://nyjxxb.net/paper_template.docx . All revisions should be highlighted in the article.

Before submitting the manuscript, please check each citation in the text against the References and vice-versa to ensure that they
match exactly.

References should be numbered in order of appearance in the text (including table captions and figure legends) and listed individually
at the end of the manuscript.

We thank you!
 
Sincerely,
Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Ren Luquan (主编：任露泉 )
http://nyjxxb.net
 
Sponsored by: Chinese Society for Agricultural Machinery (CSAM) and Chinese Academy of Agricultural Machinery Sciences (CAAMS).
Address: No.1 Beishatan, Deshengmenwai, Beijing , P.R. China Postd code: 100083.
E-mail: editorialoffice@nyjxxb.net
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288K

Thank you for your feedback. We will fix it soon based on the reviewer's suggestion.
 
Best regards

Sobirin
Correspondence Author
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Revised Manuscript 3
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Dear Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Ren Luquan
 
 
Thank you for the feedback and revisions to our manuscript entitled: “Potential Analysis Agricultural Sector in the Development of
Agropolitan Area at Maros Regency".
 
We have responded to the comments and suggestions provided by the 1 reviewers and will be pleased to submit a revised
manuscript.  Simultaneously and harmoniously integrating development meaning all aspects related to agropolitan development,
which include aspects of natural resource development, human resources, agricultural businesses, capital, infrastructure
and system facilities, institutions, and other supporting aspects must be developed simultaneously. Harmoniously, meaning
all aspects related to agropolitan development must run in a balanced manner, and no aspect is neglected. The
backwardness of one aspect will be an obstacle in the development of agropolitan as a whole. Where through the
development of infrastructure and facilities that are equivalent to urban areas, it is hoped that agropolitan areas will be able to grow
and develop into new centers of economic growth, and are expected to function as the main drivers of development in the
surrounding areas.
 
The revised manuscript and detailed responses to reviewer comments are attached to this email for review. If further clarification or
additional information is needed, please let us know so we can fix it.
Thank you for considering this article for publication in the Journal of Nongye Jixie Xuebao Transactions of the Chinese Society of
Agricultural Machinery.
 
Best Regards,
 
Sobirin
Correspondence Author
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Dear Authors, Our apologies for the late reply.
 

Congratulations on accepting your revised paper in Journal of Nongye Jixie Xuebao/Transactions of the Chinese Society of Agricultural
Machinery, Vol 54, No 8 (2023), after it has been analyzed by reviewers and found acceptable. Your article will be published at the end
of September.

 

Sincerely,

Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Ren Luquan (主编：任露泉 )
http://nyjxxb.net
 
Sponsored by: Chinese Society for Agricultural Machinery (CSAM) and Chinese Academy of Agricultural Machinery Sciences (CAAMS).
Address: No.1 Beishatan, Deshengmenwai, Beijing , P.R. China Postd code: 100083.
E-mail: editorialoffice@nyjxxb.net

Dear Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Ren Luquan 

Thanks for the information, we are happy to wait for our article publication schedule in Vol. 54, No. 8 (2023). 

Best regards,
Sobirin
Correspondence Author  
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